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| now thine eare bee attentive 
|tothe prayer of thy ſervant, 


land to the prayer of thy [er- 
vants who deſireto feare thy 


| 
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thee thy ſervant this day 3 
[and grant hins mercy in the 


(| ſight of this Man. 
| :,a82%4 N theninth ver. 


L/ 
REESE his 'promile | 
rad to his 'people , "that | 
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0 Lord 1 beſe «h thee, let! 


the: holy man 
minds God: of} 
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name : and proſper I pray | 


_—_— —_— 
— — 


A 


if 


i 


_—r__— 


No pra- 
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mercy, but 
to thoſe 
thar re, 
eurne, 


At 
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&c.1I will touch a little on 
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if they ſhould t#urne wato! 
bim,and keepe his Comman. | 
dements and dothem:thouch 
| they were caſt out tothe ut- 
| moſt parts of Heaven, yet he 
would gather them thence , 


them two verſes,and then 
| come to that I meane to 
| dwell on, from the words 
read, 

If youturne unto me , and 
keepe my Commandements. 
There is no promiſe of | 
| mercy, but to thoſe that 
rurne, the Scripture is pc-| 
remptorie in deniall of 
mercy ta ſuchas goe on in 
| their fins : Heayen could 
aot brooke the Angels 
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| at the Throne of Grace. 


| ſhallenter into the Kin 7 don 


| 0 ongan 1 Divine bonds, 
ch 


better courſes. asif words 


| 
| were but wind z; when we | 
ſee here God \made his | 

| 


| 


| 


| 


[now - when wee come to: 


' 
fy 


of Heaven, Yethow ma- 
ny are "there that bleſſe 


go well with them,though 
they caſt off- all Gods 


might bow them to. 


word - good- againſt his 
ownedeare people, If yee | 
ſinne I'will ſcatter yourothe 


wee lee 


ia the former 
verle. 


| 


ous ſinful diſpoſicion, may 


| {light God, & the meſſen- | 
[gers of theword and all; | 
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themſelves , that itſhall } 


fartheſt parts of the world, [ 


A proud, preſumpru- | 


A 2, 


threa- 
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| be as a fire that ſhall burne 
| » | 

| to hell, againſt ſuch perſons 

| as bleſſe themſelves in Wic- 
| IEES: | =: 4 yy” \ | 
|ked courſes; and when 
| God comes'to the'execu- 


threaten : bat 'when God 
comes toexecute; will he 


ſweaters, ', and” blaſphe- 
mers, and-filthy perſons 
ſhake off rhe'txecution as: 
they canthe threatnings ? 
God ſayth none thatare 
ſuch ſhal enter into heave, 
but his wrath ſhall ſmoake 
againff them., and ſhall 


tion, they delire the own: | 
taines to fall” upon them, 
There are none more pre- 
ſymptuous * againſt” rhe 
threarnings, 8 none more. 
baſe and fearetull When it 


ſhake it off: then « 'will| | 


CAMmes [ 


DR "ICT 
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| 


comes to execution, As 


[Religion, and:God , when | 


there comes a. hand-wri- 
ting 'on the wall, bis knees | 


be. any.@vidence- of execu- 
tiang and.yee fee all the; 
[Tyrants in the booke- of 
God, and that have beene 


| 
fled at religion, ofall men 


and fearefull, as wee ſee in | 
Belteſhazer and others. {. || 

_ I beleechyoutherfore | 
take; heede : | God will 


kpocke, together, :and his.| 
1y ats:tremble to let there | 


I 


| nrheworld that have tri- | 


they are moſt diſcanſglate | 


at. the Throneof Grace.| 5 


wee ſee in preſumpruous, | 
8 [prophane Belreſhazer, thar 
|was quaffing in the boutes 
of the;Texqaple, and {corning | 
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|ſeale all chis threatnings | 
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with - executions in due 
-time,as he did'to his owne 
people,whar is the reaſon | 
wee ſhould promiſe our 
ſelves more immunitie | 


If yee turne and keepe my 
Commandements, and doe 
them, Here arethree con- 
ditio$s. Though youwere | 
were caſt tothe utmoſt parts 


{ofthe world, T will gather | 


you thence. 

_ Tf you turne. The holy 
man Nehemiah, purs Gd 
in mind of his promiſe,and | 
his argument is from the 
like, and indeed from the 
lefſe to the greater: Be- 
cauſe, God would rather 
of þoth performe his pro- 
miſes then his rhrear- 
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nings ; becauſe mercy is 
his owne proper worke. | 
| Now, as he had beene juſt 
inpunitſhing his people, {o 
he would'be mercifull in 
reſtoring' of them againe ; 
therefore he ſaith, Returne 
and keepe my Commandae- | 
ments aid doe them, and| 
though yee were ſcattered to 
the utmoſt parts of the earth, 
yet I will gather you thence.) 
And hee did gather them 
thence upon their repen- 
tance, he did performe his 
promiſe at length. 
Beloved, the full ac- 


| 


remaines; for this people 
ro this day, ſince the 
death of Chriſt,fince they 
drew the guilr of that: ſa- 


compliſhnent of this yet] 
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| Rion,the converſion ofthe 


ours : even as his power 
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TS 


cred blood on them, they 
are {cattered about the 
earth to every Nation,and 
have not a foot of land of 
their owne., but are the 
ſcorne and hifſing of Nati- 
' ons :-notwithſtanding this 


trance, God -will bring 
them againe,: as Saint Payt 
calls ita kind of a reſurre- 


Jewes» $0 it is true of, us | 
all, though we were ſcat. 
tered as duſt, as wee ſhall 


turned to duſt, God will 
gather the aſhes, hee will 
gather all thoſe parts of | 


be, lin the grave ere long | 
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' promiſe will -bee perfor. | 
med upon their .repens | 


[ 
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gathered his people toge-. 


ther, 
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| cher, lo hjspowerarlength 


[his promile tor the one, as 
|wellas he ather.._..-.- _ 

\ Thertore let us comfort 
our ſelveswirh che perfor- 
mahce of this promile, for 
the , performance of the 
grand promiſc of the rc- 
lurteQion., :, Indceede.the 
[grand promile.of the re-: 
{urre&ion, 1s the ground 
of the performance of all 


have itin Ezektel, concer-' 


| dead bones with fleſh and 
skin, &c. therefore 1 will 
reſtoxe you againe.. God 
that will reſtore our duſt, 


_ 41 Ds ; 


| will gather us all; we haye.| 
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other promiſes. As you | 


ning the dry bones : faith; | 
God, 7 will cloathe theſe] 


| and bring our bodiestoge- | 


= 
$ 
————— 
- a ee Se + 


ata. Es 
— = 
" 


l. A5 ther, 


The hiritual Favorite 


ther, thar were ſcattered 
here and there, he will re- 
[ | ſtore us our of ficknes and 
trouble , if it ſtand with 
his glory and our good, 
| Now, after the ' argu- | 
ment that he uſeth to per- 
ſwade God from his word 
of threatning and promiſe, 
he comes to the argument 
| from theu relation, 
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| at the-'T brone of Grace: 


| EXEEEEL 


Ec: beſe are thy Servants. 


| | | ypHough finfull (er- 
| |- W: vants, yet they are 
= thy fervants: Theſe 
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| are thy people, thou haſt-no 
other people. in the world 
but theſe, and ihow art their 
| God : He pleads from for- | 
mer favours. Thou haft 
| redeemed them by thy great 
{| | power and firong hand. © 
\, Ir is 2a good argument [x,;.. 
to plead with Godby for- | good Ar- | 
mer fayors : Becauſe there | *vmentto þ 

. » | plead with 
& 70 ſhaddow of change in| God tor 
- him ; he isalway like him- | formerta- 
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nes. i.e. | 


ſelte, hee is never drawne 
dry. Andit is agreatho. 
nour to go to him for:new | 
| favours upon former; be- | 
cauſe hee hath an infinite 
ſupply. We may draw'o | 
much from men, as they | 
have not.: afcerwards”7 tb 
make-good; but-wee ean- 
| not honour Cod: more 
| : p 
| thento goe to him. with 
large faith, toferch large 
| 


I 
— 
. 


| 


= . 
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favours from'him-.: © the 
morehice gives, the more 
he can give,-and:rhe more 
he 5 {willing to give, To 
-——_]6imtharbathſballbegiven, | 
| «+1 | We'cannor honour God|. | 
+ [more thentoigacrto him || 
| ©. -» | With infarged'defires,*rha} 
| baſt redrewed #us and:brene 
FS =. Lractous' 


a. 4 


wT we 4 - 
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| gracious 18 us before, © 


|lredeeme usfrom this 


AT 5.” 2 


| ſocverthey are. Hee that 
of [hath Sv us Chyiſt, that | 
= 8 hath nates 


| 


QA 

- Wee may much more 
take this argument in out 
mouthes;" and preſſe the 
Majeſty of God: Thos 
bafſt redeemed #5, not out of 
Egypt of Babylen, the land 
of che North, but with 
the'blood of thy: -SOnne3 
from hellatid damnation; 
and therefore- rhou' caſt 
pers 
rymhilery, from thefe ehe- 
mies we my 'atlege that | 
grand Fvour'to all -other | 
petty redempriqns, what-. 


_— —— 


ſpared his owne Sdn; 
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| atkeTrmef Grats, l 


me a 


him to death for us |. 
ow ſhall be not with him | 
K oy us -ull thines elſe ? | 

Rom,S. | -.- 
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| | Rom. 8. He that hath been 
ſolarge and bountifull as 
| to:give us his own Sonne,. 
|  thargifrcoadmfration, So, 
God:lowed the world, how 
cannot we plead with him | 
for all other favours what- 
| ſoever, whether they con- 
| cerne the life of grace or 
glory, or our preſent con- 
dition while we live in this | 
world « Wee may pleade* 
ir much more ſay; Thou 
haſt redeemed us. Bur theſe 
| | | things I will not preſlefur- | 


mt. —_—__—_ 


| thernow... | 4h 
| - Intheeleventh verſe he| | 
$ comes topreſle it ſtil],and | | 
|  - | repeates that which hee 
1. | had ſaid before, Lord 7 be-| | 
bz | [eech thee, let thine eare bee | - | 
attentive 16 the prayer of thy? 

| ſervant, 
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ll. 


| Name. ' 


ſervant, and of thy ſervants | 
that deſire ' ro feare thy 
Let thine earebe attentive 
t0theprayer of thy ſervants. 
It1sa prayer, and thou art 
aGod hearing prayer. They | 
bethy ſervants, and thou 
regardeſt thy - ſcrvants. 
Hereare bur a few pertiti- 
ons in this large” requeltt : 


— 


remember, be attentive, and | 
| givemefſavour, The moſt 


| = . | 
of the prayer is ſpent. ina 


and in confeſſion, & ſtrong 


promiſesand threarnings, 4 
and / from their" relation ;; 
and then'he makes good} 
the relation, Wee are thy: 


IO 


| at the Thyone of Grace. | 


preparative conſidering | 
the Attributes: of 'God, |- 


reaſons from the Word;of: | 


7 lors ener, 


T5 


| jervants, T | 


[ Tt is an 
an excel- 
lent $kill 


| and art in 
-- j-prayer to 


+ -| | havefrong ' 


'J 
B-1 id woman | 
F 

a 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| It: 6:4#: excellent T7114 and 


by Wh 11 lal, 90,.. It is.a | 


ofthe Plalme is; prayer: 


| days; iGo, Fhat 1 all the 
| petition. though, the 
| rion be ſhorr, ycritis effi! 
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Gavonde, beronla.w 1006: x 
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td fe fearethy Numer. +. 
To thew that indeed: 
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art in Prayer; ta;baus ftrong 
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_ Hentheſaircomes | | 
- off .calily.:, As-in. 


Prayer of Muſes theman of 
Sag, nod yetthelcaſt part 
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er... Bf 


peti- 


Cacious- [ 


| with, ſtrong reaſons be- 
' F | fore. ; 'when:the heart is 


, % 


cellentthiag, Beloved, to | 


| | prevailed with God. in 


. | ia 0 <> SS www wv _ 4 _- —— 


warmed and ftrengthened. 


clevated and raiſed with 
'the- conſideration of: the 


convincing. reaſons , thar 
preſſe him with his word: 


thus raiſed and warmed; 
all the petitions. come Ca- 
(ily off, 
Therefore. it- is-an.ex-- 


ſtudy the Scriptures,,.; and- 
ro ſtudy allthe arguments 
whereby holy. men: have 


at atthe Trane of Grace, 


cacious when the heart] is-| 


[Majeſty and the truth. of | 
God, and when the-heart 
}is frengrhned withſtrong 
God will heare, when wee | 


[1 ſay ,i'when the heart.is| 


_Scrip- | 
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| what caſe thoſe Argu-| 


| 


| now, for Chriſtians under | 
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| 2 wed 
Scripture, and to ſee in 


ments were uled; they 
are of uſe and force to pre- | 


vaile with God. F 


It is a pittifull thing | 


the glorious light of rhe 
Goſpel, to come ro God 
only with. bare.naked' pe- 


| 


1 


| 


een arms a = 


| with Arguments that hee 
hath been bound wirhbe- | 
| fore. Leta child but cry to. 
; 


—_ . | 
titions (if they'come from. 
a true heart, they have! 


have not reaſons to prefle | 
God out ofhis own word, 
they cannot bind God. 
with his own promiſe,nor 


the facher or mother, there 


— _— _— 
Ds 


I. —_—_— 


—— 


their: force that GOD}. 
| ſhould regard them) and 


[ 


—_l 
tt 


is 
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| atthe Throne of Grace. | 19 | 
p_ een. | 
is relicfe preſently forthe 
very cry: bur if itbee not 
one thatis a child but is of 
| growne yeares, the Father 
lookes forarguments that {| 
aremooving to preſſe him 
with: /S0 here, Nehemiah | 
| heprefſeth God with mo- 
ving & ſtrong arguments, | 
and hee repeates- and for- | 
cerh; them 3-hee: doth not | 
| onely allcadge them , bur 
inforceth then, 04 Zord 
| I'beſeech thee let thine eare-| 
he attent tothe prayer of thy | 
ſervant, and of thy ſer- 
wants that deſore to feare thy 
| 14m7C. | =, 
| Hedeſireth Godto bee | 
attentive; Hee - preſſeth | 
? | God, and indeede hedoth} 
_ | itto warm his owne heart: 
i for | 


— 2. 
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be wer oc - A. 


orben treliarebunbica 
our heart low enough, and 


| thineſle ;, and then. war- 
| med it with the confide- 
| ration'of Gods goodneſle; 
and {tre 


 ſuccelle. 


| ſors 1 \ 


|. ' How did _ know that 


: { 


thar-knew God bur has 


«Let #hine eare bee Aitivnh | 
nthe prayer. of: 0d antan | 
ol 


The Abu was no.0+.| 
: 'olior! -people-in the world 


A 


brokenitwith the canſide- |- 
{ ration of our own: unwors | 


WO IO Inn 


hene it with 
the conſiderationof Gods] 
promiſe and truth; ithen | 


weeare ſure of a jncions 
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| And: hee” khew 'that the: 
| Saints where ever *they 


| yer, and would remember 
the caſe 'of the Church, | 
| therefore he ſairh remem.: . 
| ber-my prayer, andthe pray- 


| wan prevails mach,” much 
| more the prayer of rfiany. 


| As Tertalliay ah anciant 
| Facher 'fairh "very well, 
| Wheh men joyne together, 


- 


dd eee. 
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| at' the Throne of Grate. | _ 


were had a ſpirit of pra- 


er of thy ſervants: For'if 
the prayer of one righteous 


If there had beene but ten: 
righteous in Sodome, So-: 
dome had beene preſerved. 
Now this hee aleagethto 


rhe-prayer of thy ſervants. 


God, remember the. prayer. 
| of thy ſervant, ofmine, and. 


they -offer a holy kind of 
rs 3. violence |... ...... 


Tertil, 
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1 | violence to God: prayer | 
| 1s a .kinde of wraſtliog,and 
;  ]contending with God, a 


ſtriving with him. Zee me | 
| alone ſaith God to Moſes. 
* | Itis a binding of him with | ] 
| arguinents , and promiſes 4 
of his owne; and it is ſo} | 
forcible thar he defires (as 
it were) to bee letalone : 
| Now it the prayer of one, 
be a wreſtling,and ſtriving 
| [and forcing of him, as ir 
| | wereagainſt his will, (that 

| he ſaid, Let are alone; as if! 
he could doe nothing ex- 
cf] | cepr he gave over pray- 
ing) What are the prayers 
| of many, when there jsa| 
multitude of theme ; 

| Therfore we may looke' 
for a comfortable wigx; 
of | 


þ 


| ſoules touched with the 
_ | ſpirit: of God, and with 
| che caſe. :of the Church 
-} (which God dath tender) | 


=_ - + 
1 _ — —_— On I nn Oe" "I 


| bleſſings from heaven. I 
1-wall not enter into the 


——_— >... A. 
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at the Throne of Grace. 


_—— Mt. 


of our.prayers, and humi- 
liation, that is performed 


of ſo many Chriſtian | 


caanor bee unefecuall, it 
muſt needs draw plenty of 


common place of prayer, 
' having ſpoken of ir upon. 
another occaſfion:bur ſure- | 
| ly * Av ſee the holy man 

Nehemiah (tood fo much 


{ſpeede, becauſe hee, and 
others prayed ; (holy Da- 
wict, and others with him) 
| It was ſuch a gracious 


_—— 


| atthistime, The deſires | 


| upon it, thar hee hoped to| : 


CT ne OE 


ed _—_ 


| ; meſlen- | 
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IT 


' [meſſenger ro fend to hea- 
{yen for helpe and for all 
{good; that Danrelthough: 
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borne, hee cryes; and a 


4tcoſt him his life,;thathe 
ſhould becaſt into the Ly- 
'ons den, hee-would not o- | 
mit it for his life. - Take a- 


the. life and breath of the 
ſoule; Take away breath, 
and the man dies : as ſoone 
as the ſoule of a Chriſtian 
beginnestolive he prayes. 
As loone as Saul was con- 
verted, behold heeprayeth. 
A child as ſoone as hee is. 


Chriſtian will not looſe 
his prayer for his. life, -as 
we ſee inholy D azze{l;For 
whar is all the:comfort 


way prayer,and-take away | 


| that he hath, but thatthat | | 


is; 
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at»the - Towaf Grate 


is sderivedifrom/God-: and 


ſtow2s':' Wharſocrer: is: 
from this favour: it comes 
asafruitofprayerſfor the. 


[moſt part). chough-hegoe, 


wehave if we bee his chil- 
dren, we have/ it asa fruit 


F de Wobemriah hereremem:: 
behOthe. -pritjer-iof hy fer- 


God, let/uspreflei him, as 
We ſe he re,-bee attentive, 
verle 6//ang- here 'ageine; 


be atermoghopreſſerh ups? 


God wilkbeſuedtimto for | 
atÞ' the \-favours:hee: be-i| 


{ 


beyond gur- defices many; 
times: yet ordinarily what) | 


of peayer,)! Therefore. | 
befeerh'y owlerus be: firs! 


| 


red up toithisdurieg:as:we! 


Vande Uni: 3A etl fi; 
1 Aid. when wee pray to\ 


2—_  - 


q Ned L 0: on. 


= _ - 3 T8 
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On 


\ | 


| qthers, letthepraicrs of al 


on God: Itiis no finfull 


rautologic rocotncagaine) 


gaineand againe; this muy, 
 pleaſingto him. And fljsq 


our hearts, perhaps-one, 
petition will not warme 
chem; and: when they are 


more.and-more;and never. 


hearts, Be attentive;: .beat- 

rentiuets: my prayer; and if 
mine will not-prevaile, be 
attentivetothe prayers, of: 


——_ Theiprayer ofthy} 


The Siri Fiverie es 


and! againe.:;Gad glbyes;| 
roheareche ſame ſongy,a-| 


ſicke:is nottedious ., ; bus;| 


preſling is for us to Warme! 


warmed: by ia ſecond,let 
4s labour:co: warme-them 


\giveoverrih we have” tho-| 
roughly \uwarmed...cour|' 


: —_—_— 


nt... 


at the Throne of Grace. 


___— —— — 


Vants. | 


But how doth he make 


vants © [; 


PETTY 


They deſire to feare thy 


mane. 


Toprofeſle ones ſelf 
a ſervant, and not to make 
it good rhat he isa ſervant. 


before wee can claime in- 
rereſt in the favor of God | 


ſervant, and of thy | ſer- 


ir good, they are thy ſer- | 


| þ 


; 
Myptie relations have 
no comforts in then : 


—_— DA 
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Wee muſt make good the | 
|relatio we ſtand into God, 


| 


| 
] 
] 
} 
| 
| 


lations 

| haye no 

| comforts 
in them, 


| 
| 
þ 


B 2 by | 


| 
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Empty re- 
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| 
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- by our relation. Servants | 
: and Chriſtians, and-pro- 
feſlors ; here are glorious 
titles, but if they be emp- 
tie- titles, {if wee cannot 
make them good whenwe| 
| come to God with them : 
we cantiatſay we have a-. 
ry intereſt in God from 
| empric titles, it is rather 
| anaggravation of our ſin. 
| God willbe honored in 
all thoſe that come neare 
him, either in their obedi- 
| ence, or in their confuſion; 
( therefore here, the holy 
1 man did not thinke it e- 
nough to ſay, Thy ſervant, 
| and thy ſervants, but who 
aefire 16 feare thy name. 
He-goes to make itgood | 
| thathe was the ſervantof 
SRI God, 


| 


: _ 
Rn” ws. aw a gay — 
| —__ 


at: the Throne of Grace. 


God, not from: any out- 
ward thing , bur from his 
inward diſpofition , the 
feare of God, which I will 
not/now ſtand ro ſpeake 
largely of. Godrequires 
the heart, and Religion is 
moſt in managing and tu- 
ning” the affe&ions, for 
they arethe wind thatcar- 
ries the ſoule to every du- 
tiee A man is like the dead 
fea withour affeftions: Re- 
|ligionis moſt in them. The 
Devil hath braine enough, 
hee knowes enough; more 
then any of us all; bur then 


| he hates God, hee hath no; 


love to God, nor nofeare 
of God, -bur onely a fla- 
 viſh feare, he hathnot this 
reverentiall feare, child- 
—_ 


Mn... "2 itt MG... _ —_—_— 


mt 
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Religion 
moſt (eene 
in the at- 


| 
feCtions. 


Similes 


like | 


#.* s 
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\ why 
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like feare. Therefore let 
us make it good that wee 
| are the ſervants of God,e- 
ſpecially by our afftecti- 
-ons:,' and chicfely by this 
of feare , which is pur for 


jall the worſhip of God: ir 


{ is put inſtead of thoſe con- 
| ditions ſpoken of ver-the'g 
If you tarne to me; and keepe 
' my Commandements and aoe 
'iÞem., then I wilt make 


200d my promile:: Now 
|{ faurh hee ) raking up the 
| {ame ſtrength of argumet ; 


We defire to feare thy name. 
As if hee ſhould have ſaid, 


| weturne to thee,and obey 


thy Commandements; & 


| defire to doe them ; '\it 1s 


all one, wee deſire to feare 
thy name : for thoſe that 


8 feare 


— 


| ro doe them!, it 5 allone 
[as todoethem.' Ifa man | 
{\ſhould doe'them and not | 
| were nothing bur a'car- 


| fot ſtand Tofger on that; 


Fe ————— A. 


"it the Throne of Grate. 


feare God; will 'turne to | 


him:,andto. defire to obey 
his Cormmahdemicnts:and 


from the fear of: God, all | 
kaflſe*of dbefliciice: I will 


K fires, "Wee xefarend fedre, hy 
| ame.\ We delireir 


AS 1 


.. 


.' How doth hee make | 
»00d Andes Gan - | 
fianve, of: - cooper 


\ Fo 
" He _ es ingdod from 
this, rhat hee had good de- 


preſent, aid for-the time 


| ro.come;..whence we will | 
| obſerve: wa, or.:three 


LID B 4 a 
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the 24 
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- 
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that will 


in prayer- | 
muſt look 


to the bent | 


aff Rions, | 
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i ſhortly, ag may be 
vſcfull to: us. Firſt, of all 
| | onrof this. that this. deſire 
| ro:feare thename of God, 

{is 'broughras an argument 
' fro prevaile inprayet;” We. 
; | may obſerve that, 


[8223622 


Thoſe that will og 


nth God in''prayer.s 
look to the heme Pikes fo 
for the time to come, and for 
the DATE m <1 


Ih 
y \E we? thy fervent 
1 R# acfi, reto feare thy 

name : For to COMme 


to God without: ſuch a 


| hamcof {oute: as: thbis., to 
Teltes 0 delire 


i. 


A — 


F cm—_—_ 


F 


|'defire to pleaſe God iti all 
things for the preſCEr,8 for 
the time to come, it 1s to 
come as Gods cneyz% wil 
God regard his enemies ? 


purpoſe to-live in any fin, 
without a deſire for the 
time to: Come, to regard 
metits, he comes as' Gods 


were with his dagge to 


with his: Weapon. Who 
will regard the” petition 


—— 4 . 4 - +» - 


% 
i . __— —__— —— 


_ 
tt tit 


at the Throne e of Grave. | 


When one comes with/ 4 


all - Gods Cotnmande: | 
enemie : hee comes as-it | 


ſhoote at God, hee-comes | 


{ of a man that comes to- 
wound him at:the ſame! 
time? Wheaa man comes | 
'to God with a purpoſe to 
finne, he comes to- wound | 


er... _LLALCtt. A4 


God: at the fame time as an 
] | B 5- __cnemie, 


1 


| 
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| enemie, and is hee like to 
{peede? For what are our 
{innes, but that that makes 
| us enemies to God? they. 
are opolite. to him as can 
| be,they, make us hatetulro 
| God. Therfore we muſt be 
| | ableto ſay with good Ne- 
| hemiah, when we come to 
| God to make it good that | 

wee are ſervants indeede, 
We deſire to feare thy name. 
As Jeremias tells them, 
Jer. 7. Wil you fteale and | 

oppreſſe and commit 4dulte- 
14, 4nd yet ſkand before me? 
will, you doe this and this 
 villany, and ſtand before 
| me? What haſt thou to dove 
( faith God ) Pſalme 50. to | 
| take my name into thy mouth. | 
| and hateſt to be reformed? | 
If | 


— 


tt » 
a EC _ aC. 


K(. 


a. — —_— —_— 


OO On” —— wm CN 


| at atthe: Throne f Grace: 


If we hateto be rc formed. 
and do nor' deſire ro ſerve 
God for the time tocome, 


| mouthes, eſpecially inthe 
holy exerciſe of prayer ? 
Pſalnie 665 If I regardini- 


wiki n9r heare my prayer. 
| live in iniquitie for the 


will not hearc his prayer. 
Therefore [if wee! will bes 
able to prevaile with God 
in our petitions, we muſt. 
ſay with holy Nehemiah, 


 COme'to feare thy name. l ber. 
ſeech yoh ler us, remem- | 


 berit; : 2+ 
He _And} 


- i A— eg 


| a: Marr,doc; bur; regard to | 


| time to come, the Lord | 


| Fee defire, for the time ta | 


what have wee to doe to | 
rake” his" nanje -into our | 


quitie immy heart,\ ue Lyrd | 


— 


CO OI” 


ee mm 


þ nity con- * | 


liſts cſpe= 


+ holy de= | 
| fires. 


 Chriſtia- | 


' cially in 


| 


} 


"And then ho orfiic ori 


| ps ) Wee defireto 972 
| thy name, We ſce that” | 


SELLLELS 


\ Eligion, eſpecially Is 
JN 1 holy defires; » * 
hs 1. Phe greateſt. part | 


of Chriſtianity: is todefire | 


to bee 'a ſound Chriſtian | 


| with all his- heart. * Reli- 
gig is; more inthe affeci- 


| ons of the ſoule, ther in 


theeffoQs ahd operations: 
Ir is more in the reſoluti- 
| ons, and-purpoſe of the. 
oats, then "in any effects 
wee - can"yeeld © God, | 
There is much defire'in al } | 


our performances :. there: | | 


_ fore | 


—— 


——__— td ts th _ 


fore ſaith the holy 'than 
ny Name. 


Why ar are deſires , ſuch 
thiatls of the fruth of 
Grace * 87 
| 

Berilbſe they are the 
innmediare: ifſaes'-of the 
| ſole: deſites,8&2thoughts 
| and ſuch like, they are-pro- 
| duced: immediately! from 
| the- ſole: ' withour -- any, 


per and frame 6f the ſoule. 


| here, We deſire to feare oy 


help ofthe body; 6Hwvichs | 
our an outward” mianife: 
| ſtation Ke ſhew the tem. } 


| Thereupor®God -judgeth | 
{a man by his deſires ; and}, : 
| chat which he @eſires; Fit] 2 
| bee trys deſire, hee thall | 

have | 


at the Thromof Grate. | 37. 


Holy de- | 


fircs the 
imedtate 
iflues of 


the ſoule. : 


—_— 
cs. ———— — __ ”* 


_ 


| 


| Tryall of 
| defies | 
| whether 


true, 


| bÞidcfires, 


| 


| mctt by their defi FCS. 


| But how are- the Ray 


of 
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| have and be partakers of. 
The godly man deſires to 
ſerve God all the dayes of 
his life ; and forever —; 6 
ſhall docit: -a wicked man | 


—_— —— 


he might live everlaſting- 
ly : God lookes upon him 

as his defire is, he ſhaltnor 
alway ſinne: here-z. , bur be- 
cauſe. hee+hath -an.infinire 
deſire of fm, he ſhall bee 
puniſhediin hellerernally ; ; 
God- :lookes upon him as, 
God values 


] 


of theſe dcires knowne 7 | 


1 willname a few, Genes, | 
Thic trurh of thoſe defires | 


defixes to offend, God- if | 


| 


| 
To { 


þ = 
| 


may } 


| atthe Throne of Grace. 


? 


(— | | | ——— 
| may be tryed thus, sf #bey 
be conſtant deſires, and' not 
| flaſbes: for then they come 
from anew nature. Na- 
ture is ſtrong:and firme: 
Artis for a-turne, toſerve 
aturne:when men perſo- 


th. 
_—_—— 
— — 


— —— 


| argue a: ſanRified frame 


| ped upon the ſoule. Ther: | 


nate athing they doc itnot 
long ; creatures that are 
forced rodoc ſo and ſo, | 
they returne to their own 
nature quickly: bur when 
a man doth a thing natu- 
rally,. he doth it conſtant- 
ly.' So conſtant | defires | 


of loule and anew crea- 
rhe image of God is ſtam- 


upon wee may know that | 


ture 3; they argue that] 


* 
——_— = | 
- _ 
SL | 
> rm" 


-. pe ——————_—_—_ 


I. 
If conſtant f 


they are holy deſires, that | 
| | they | 
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| inp. 


pom —_ 


'40 


2 


| Tf firon 


'| and BLOWe 


| hath never grace enough, 
| never faithenough, never | 


|rhar'they ſpring from a| 
- | holy ſoule,if they be con.|. 


|-rorrent that is: vented. for 


7 


— 


ſtant, if they be perpetu- 
all-delires, and not as a 


the preſent on! a ſudden, 
and thencomes tonothing 
after : theyare conſtant. 

| And likewiſe, *f theſe: 
deſires be hearty flrong de-. 
ſires, and not onely ſtrong. 


upon defire ; defire fed 
with deſire ſtill, never fſa-- 


Strong and growing deſirts: 
ar gue the truth of deſires : as 
indeede a childe of God: 


love enough; or comfort 
enough , till. he come ro- 


ant 


but growing deſires; delire | 


tisfied till they be ſatisfied. | 


_ heaven 


\ oY 


= - ”—_ —— 


_ " -- 


* ow 


CO — 
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| xcbe Throne of. Grace. bl 4 


heaven. They, are grow- 
ing; defires-more, &,more: 


|txhe Spirit of Godithat..is 


the ſpring in him, ſprings 
up' ſtill, furcher and fur- 


|rher, tillir ſpring tO every 
[laſting life, .rill: ic. end, in 


heaven, Fhexe all defires 


S# 4c—s * 


pra re:to. Gdebors fi Name, 


tand.to 'pleaſe thee in all | 
| things. ;- 1 


Againe,. true defires,, 


| they AXE, not. avely of the To Tf for 
| 20ur, of God, but of graces 
for the altring of our natare: mc -rcy. 


as Nehemiah here, he de- 
fires not.the. favor of God 


ſo | 


hd 


- 


| =) Tz” je. i 

The ſpiritual Favovite | 
| _ |ſo much, as he'defires to) 
| feare Gods Name, Now! 
| when defire is'0f graces;/it 
{isa holy defice. 'You have! 


[nor the worſt met), bit; 
1 | would defire with Balaamn,) 


|ro_dye the 'death-of the 1 

| righteous, &eYthir they 
Ml mighr' injoy *the portion 
W of Gods people'* 'but' ro! | 
| hrncps grace, that is oppo-' 
"It Hire to corrupt nature; 'as 
| -2fgument of a holy pritict- 
| ple of grate iniis, whence 
this defire ſprings , when} 
| © |we deſire thar, that is af 
| - -  [coutterpoyfontocorrupt || 
| natare, char-hith \an'anri- 
-  [tipathy © to" corruption. 
Therefore, when 'a'man 
from the-botrome of his | 
'Hie heart || 


5 Tomes, wm vc 


cect. Me. >. 4 


OC GEE” "00 


Y” — 


| 


|atrue deſire, iris of ſuch. 


| libenty,' and knit, us zneere! 
' ta: God;and make us more 


_ 


at x the Thom of. Grate 


bl. ad CEE. 


heart cat defire, oh ! char 
I could ſerve God berrer, 
.thatT had more liberty to 
ſerve-him, that I.had a 
heart more inlarged, more 
\mortified , more weaned 


I could feare God more. 
And of allgraces, if ir be 


' graces as may curbeus of 
our. ſinfull delights, and 
reſtraine ys of our: carnall, 


heavenly CG the de- 
 fixe of theſe graces ſhew a 
true-cemper: of {oule in- 
deed. 3.3 Y 

T rue: deſire ire is cu 'o 
grace as well as glory , and. 


zhe defire of heaven it felfe. 


from the world; Oh!char | 


{ 


Ali in heaven. | 


If more 
for holi- 
neſlc then 
happines 


———_— 
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A true fpirir, that is tou. 
ched with grace, with-the 
Spirir of God ; (it defirerh 
not heaxen ir {elf ſo much 
for the glory, and peace, 
and abundance of all con- 


ſhall be freed';fromy finne, 
and where the! heart ſhall 
be inlarged to love God, 
to- ſerve God, & tocleave 


4'to God:forever : andas it 
[is a condition wherein-he 
[|-ſhall have- the image” and 


reſemblance of 7eſus Chriſt 
perte&ly upon his ſoule : 
"Therefore wee, pray Thy 


| Kingdome come, that-1s, we 
' |\defire that thou wouldeſt 


rule more and more largly 
inour ſoules, and' ſubdue 


. > 5 
Ss ad. ® - _ % b -* —- . 
a 
ba - 
= 


al 


tentments, as it'dcſires it, | 
that'it is a place where it | 
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I 


all oppoſl te power in us, 

and bring \ into captivity 
all our defires and affedti-- 
ons, and1lct thy Kingdome 
come more and more. Let 
thy -will bedone by #3,and'in 


&|jus moreand more; tn carth 
| Here is 
| |a- ſweer prayer! now fer- 
|vitg to the firſt petirion,' 


as it ts in heaven. 


thek ll owing 
when -we' 


of Gods name, 
tre: more ro 


honour God, and to that 


purpoſe that he may” rule 
in-us more; and*make us 
better : theſe defires argue 


| an excellent frame of ſoul, 
| as we {ee in Nehemiah, our 


deſire is to tears thy 
Name. 

True dehres are likewiſe 
to the meanes of” ſalvation; 


and 


at af the Throne of Greer 


5. 


If accom- 
panied 
with dee 
fre after 
thc means 
- that con- 


OT OE SI _ . 


—_— 


vey grace. 
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vation as they convay/ 
grace, as ſincere milke; as | 
you haveit 1 Pet.2. As new | 


| milke ofthe Word, Where | 


thoſe graces may molt ct- 


quence of the man that 
delivers it, that mingles it | | 


and to the meanes of ſal- | 


borne babes ,defire the ſincere 


aman hath holy deſires of 
any grace, and hath them 
in truth , hee will defire 
thoſe meanes, whereby 


fe&ually bee wrought in 
his heart : therefore hee 
will heare the word, as 
the word of God ; hee 


comes not to heare the 
Word becaule of the elo- 


wich his owne parts, hee 
comes nar to. heare it as 
the rongue of man : but he | 
| ſees 


i. 
i. 


——_. 


_ 0 


F fees, God, jn;ir.z2ic is. th 
| powerfull: 


| 


% 
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| atuhe « Tariine of: Grace. | 


__ er T ST CEO we 
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Word of God, 


ficacic of the Spirit wich 
ir, to worke the _ bg 
deſi 1FCS.. 


truch, whether he defire 
grace : hee that deſires 
grace, deſires the meanes 
that, may convay gface , 
and. eſpecially ſo farre as 
they, convay grace. As 

new .boxne, babes gg the 
frncere, milke: of th e Word. 


'with any thing bur milke, 


mixing, .but.onely., mil 
atrue( __. 8 fs, 
divine tryt , maſt 3 bes 


You £aqnor, Sls childe| 


he defiresna | blendin of; 


becauſe FEE go, che ef- Y | 
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. Therefore, a, man. may:| 
know by his taſt of Ln | 
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Comfort 


for wcake 


| feare God", and ro” wWor-/| 
ſhi Fo and fetve |, 


cauſetheSp 
| effeQuall Fr 


, ervation” Hence” 1s This, 


they may- 'cothfort* them-' 
ſcves'; by their defite467 


© Y 


hid I Meir theres bee 
true.” -Fheje| fory” #7 IC 
26. the Church FH rery 


— _— 
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that weak Chiiſtiatis, that. | 
cg finde a debiſitie, and faitit-' 
[neſſe, and feeblencſſe-in;| 
| their performances; herice!| 


— ——— _ 


Jrdgentenes- have. we-fonzht | 


——— - 


ſoules a enetaf hy Name: 
| BM hey |? | 


ther &c. ire of vir | 


: — 4 _p+ 


itro God, in the way's thy | 
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[| they bring it as a prevai- 
|lingargument to God. So | 
-| when we come to God, 


| fires, if they be true, and 
'$| growing, and conſtantde- | 
[ fires; and dcfires of grace 
| as well as of happincile,as 
FI ſhewed before. 


"20 


The defire of our ſoules « to- 
ward ihy Name. Lord our | 
indeavours are weake and , 
feeble, but the deſire of our | 
ſoules i to thy name , and\ 
thow wilt not quench the | 
ſmoakine- flax : therefore | 
wee come to thee with | 
theſe weake and poore de. | 
ſires that we have : The 
Lord will fulfill the deſires | 
of them that feare him, Pſal. 
145. If they be bur de-| 


The reaſon why God 


Am 
A —_ _ _ ——_— 


C accepts | 


Plal. 145. } 


md was MA... ies. AE. 
Ee 


A. 


[ 50 


they 


are 


| the brea- 
things of 
his Spirit, 


S imt les 


Why God 
accepts of 
deſires. 

' Becauſe 


—_—_ 
———Cw 
_ 
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acc epts them, is partly be- 
cauſe they ſpring from his 
owne ſpirit : theſe deſires | 
they are the breathines of 
the ſpirit. For even as it 
is in places where foun- 
taines and ſprings are'dig- 


gedup, they are knowne 


and diſcovered by vapors, 
the vapors ſhew that there 
is ſome water there, ſome 
ſpring, if ic were digged| 
up : ſo theſedefires, theſe | 
breathings to God for 
grace and comfort, theſe 
(pirituall breathings, they 
ſhew that there is a ſpring 
within, and ſpirit within, 
whence theſe vapors and 
defices come ; therefore 
they are accepted of God, 
becauſe they ſpring from 


his 


t— 


—. 4 
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feare thy name. Becauſe, 


a 
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his owne $pirir, 941 | 
And becauſe they are . nana 
pointed to heaven-ward , | nifch che | 
to ſhew-that a maa is cur- change of 
| the ſoule. 


ned ; forit is puthere in- | 
ſtead of turning, Twrne yee| 
to me, ſaith the Lord ; and | 
he anſwereth here inſtead | 
of turning, My deſire x to 


when the defire is altered, | 
then the frame of the ſoule } 
is altered, a man is turned 
another way ; the deſire 
is the weight of the loule. | 
What carries the ſoule, 

but delire 2 Now = 
the ſoule is carried ano-| 
ther way then before, ir 
argues an alteration of che! 
frame , therefore it ple a- | 
(eth God ro accept of tie. 


- 
_Om—_— fide. —— ——— Al ——c. 
—_— 


Ca [| 


A——— . 
i ————_ _—_—— cw_—_ 


«i. 
IS” "OS 


— 


| the bent of our ſoules is; 


| the world, Chriſts,or An- 


—cS 
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— 


' Ibeſeech you let us of- 
ten enter into onr oWwne 
ſoules, and examine what 
our defires are, which way 


—— 


' what cauſe we would have 
to flouriſh and prevaile in 
tichriſts, for God eſteemes 
us by the frame ofour de- 
fires : Who deſire to feare 


thy Name. 
| 


— 


ervant ths day. 


Ow he comes to 
Ni petition, Proſ- 
per 1 pray thee thy, 


ſervant this day. Hee doth 


mends his petition in ge- 


was in his attendance to 
mind the ſtate of the 


| 


ns, 


to attend the King, and he. 


C3 Church, 


——_— ———@__©— 


at the Throne of Grace.) 
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And proſper I pray theethy 


not capitulate with God ; 
|for particular matters 
| much, (for he knew hee| 
| had ro deale with an all. 


| wiſe God) but hee com- 


nerall, Profper I pray. thee I 
thy ſervant, &c. He was. 


i 


| 


> a ©w . a 


wer awe 


| 


The true | 
knowledg 
of our re. 


ſtrengthen 
faith in 
prayer, 


{in generall, Proſper thy ſer. 


| how, and in what manner, 
| being to deale (as I ſaid) 


p;curre- 1 reachyus alway when wee 


| God a 


| mcanes to 


| 
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Church, for the re-edify-| 
ing the walls and gates of 
 Feruſalem: now faith he 


vant, he leaves it to God, | 


with an infinite wiſe God : 
onely he prayes in gene- | 
rall, proſper thy ſervant this 
day. | 

He comes againe with 
his relation of ſervart, to 


come 'to-God, to looke in 
what relation we ſtand to 
him, whether we be true 
ſervants or no: what work 
we doe for him, in what 


| doe, whether we doe it to 


reference we doe what we 


S, Or 


pleaſe him as ſervant 


no. | 


S 
3 
CE ee IE CEOS 


—_ 


——.. 


| 


' 


1no. 1 faid ſomething af 


. | here, becauſe he repeates 
[It foure or five times in 


| at the Throne of Gs 


the relation of ſervant be. 
fore: I will adde a lictle 


this thort prayer. 
In all our ſervices wee 
ſhould looke to God : for | 


our ayme in our workes 


ſhew what they are, whe- | 


ther they come from ſer- 
vants, or no» As the ſtamp 
upon a token makes it, if 


there-be a good ſtamp on |- 


it, it-isnot the matter that ' 
makes itcurrent. A ſtamp 
on-filver makes it current 
as. melb as' gold , though 
the merall of gold be bet- 
ter. So when things are 
done, becauſe God -com- 
mands them,to pleaſe God, 


C4 as 


-— 


Simile. 


— h RN CIS 
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asa ſervice to him : this 
makes it good that we are 
| ſervants indeed, that the 
relation is good. When 
we goe abour the ſervice 
{of the Church or Coun- 
try, or place we live in, to 
thinke I doe God ſervice 
| here, and doe it as a ſer- 
vice to God, who will be. 
honoured and ſerved in |. 
our ſervice to others: 
{ herein I am a good ſer- 
| vant, though che matter of |. 
| my ſervice be a common, 
| baſe, and meane matter ; 
yet it hath a ſtamp upon 
it, it is Gods will, God hath 
placed and planted mee 
here,and he will be ſerved 
of me in this condition at 
this time, though the mat- 


| 


rer 


a — 
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ter of it bee an ordinarie 


helpe the good of the 
Church : it hath reference 


good ofthe Church.Thus 
if wee doe what wee doe 
withaneyeto Godin the 
place where hee hath ſet 
'vs, that wee doe itas to 
him, we are Gods ſervants 
| whatſoever the worke 
15. 


oft to thinke of it,to bring 
It in our prayers: Ma- 


were ready to be drow- 


in minde of the relation 


thing. I know it may | 


tothe will of God,and the 


And let us remember | 


ter ( ſay they when they 


'ned) doſt thou n0t carethat | 
we periſh? They pur him| 


they were in to him. So |, 
| ES when | 


4 


57 


—_——.. 


entice omat VET a tine... toda 
4 


—_—_— 


| 


| 


: } 


| a Maſter ſuffer his (ſervant 
tomiſcarrie in his ſervice? 
ſurcly God _ will never | 


; good to their ſervants be- 


Favorite 


———— 


when we can-put -God-in | 
minde of ourrelation, Fa- 
ther, we are thy children, 


Lord, we are thy ſervants; | 


ic will ſtrengthen our faith 
and hope of all good. Will: 


turne away true hearted 
ſervants. that have ſerved 
him a long time. Tr 'ipurs 
us in minde of our duty, 
and "ſerves to ſtrengthen 
our. faith: for as it is a 
word : of fervice on our 


word of all good from 
God. Doth he expe, 
that Maſters ſhould bee 


cauſe they have a Mafter |} 


mm——_—_—— 
n——_—_ — —— — p 
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part, fo it is a promiſing | 
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11a heegeniand will not the 
great Maſter of Heaven be 


good to his {crvants.? you 
ſee how he followes the 


. relation. 


22824 4044+ 
DA EE 


\ Proſper thy ſer eruant this 


| day. Y 


at is inclu- 
.ded. in: this 
word - pro- | 


Ir: includes not onely 
ſucceſle, 16 which- 1s the 


4 maine upfhor of all, but all 


chat tends -t9 good ſuc - 
; ceſle : 


CO IE "IS ——_— 


| 


| | 


j 


What is 
included 


| in the 


word pro» 


| /per, , 


| 


| 


i 


— 


— 


ka. ed eo Roe. ——— 
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———_ 


| 
| 


| theſe things. 


Irincludes direQion, and 


| 


doe, and tocarry himſelf. 


And likewiſe affiſt thy ſer- | 


vant; when thou ſhalt di- 
ref him, aſhſt him by thy 
ſtrength, direct him by 
thy wiſedome , proſper 
him with thy grace, give 
him good ſucceſle in all. 


aſſiſtance, and good ſuc- 
ceſle; inthathe ſaith, pro- 
ſper thy ſervant, includes | 

Ef 
Firſt of all, that in our} 


| felves, there is neither di- | 
rectionnor wiſedome, nor | 
abilitie enough for. ſuc-| 


ceſle : we have'not power | 


- -- = 
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-ceſle : proſper thy ſervant 
| this day ; that is,direR thy 
ſervant this day how to | 


| 


| 


— 


in our ſelves to bring |. þ 


Ly ch = 


oo 


Tos 
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things to a comfortable 
iffue : ſo it inforceth ſelfe 
| deniall; which is agood 


to God inprayer. 
| - And then againe to at- 
tribute to God all, both 
wiſedome, and ſtrength, 
and goodneſſe and all : 
here 1s a giving to God 
theglory of all, when hee 
ſaith, proſper thy ſervant 

this day. 
Thenin the third place, 
here is a dependance upon 
God , not onely acknow- 
| ledging theſe things to be 
in God; but it unplics a 
dependance upon God for 
theſe, Proſper me Lord, I 
cannot proſper my ſelfe ;, 
.& chou who.art the Cre- 


ae 
— 


diſpoſition when we come | 


|» Wits 2 
- . 


E ator, 


A——— — —_— — —_— 
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God for 


any Pro- 


ceſle, wee 
muſt bring 
(clfe de- 
niall. 


ſperitie or: 
good ſuc-: 


{ 


[inward dependance upon 
| Inour Pe. 
| titions to! 


| proſper thy ſervant. 


enough : therefore I de- 


wiſedome . for. direction , 
and upon thy ſtrength: for 
aſiſtance, I depend upon 
thy goodnefle, and all for 
a bleſſed iffue, here 15 de- 
pendance.-., -.. _ 

Againe in the fourth 
place, here isa recammen; 
dation of all by praycr :.a 
recommendation. of -his 


God for all. , Now Lord 


So that when we come 


an; aC- 


ſelfz-deniall ; and 


pend upon thee; upon thy | 


to God for any proſperity | 
and good ſucceſle, let us} 
| remember that wee. bring | 


A ods: SY 
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ator , haſt wiſedome and 
ſtrength, and goodnefle | 


- 


th. 


STI EI ar a eG 
— —— 
mam 


—— 


know- | . 


 {knowledgement of all = 


—— —_ 


"did here, we ſhall defire ro 


| him :- to bring our ſoules 


and then wee ſhall doe as 


| at the Throne of Grace. 


cellencic to be in God; to 
guide and direct and affilt, 
and bleſſe us. And re- | 
member to depend upon 
him, to caſt our ſelves on 


ro:clofe with -the ftrong | 
and wile., and gracious 
God, thar God:and our 
{oules may cloſe together. 
Andthen commend all by 
prayer to caft our ſelves and 
Our affaires, and to roll our 
ſelves ( as the Scripture 
faith) and all upon God: 


the holy man Nehemiah 
good purpofe. thar God 


would proſper us. Indeed 
it is not in man to guide and. 


eee reg ren 


direct 


| 


are darkecreatures, and we 
have not wiſedome e- 
nough: and we are weake 
creatures, wee have no 
ſtrength:weare nothing in 
our owne ſtrength. And 
for ſucceſſe, alas a thou- 
ſand things may hinder us 
from it; for ſucceſle is no-. 
thing bur the application 
of all things to a fic iſſue; 
and foreſecing all things 
that may hinder, andare- 
moving of them; now | 
who cando this but God?- 

One maine circumſtance 


| thar beſicgeth and beſets a | 
bufineſle , may hinderan| 


| excellent buſineſſe : who 
| can fee all things that be- 


{et a buſineſle © all cir- 


| —mmnt, 
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dirett his owne way, Wee | 


CU 


i. 


cum- 
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| 


— 


cumſtances that ſtand: a- 
bout abufineſſe 2 who can 
ſee all circumſtances of 
time, and place and per- 
ſons, that are hindrances, 
or furtherances ? it muſt 
bee an infinite wiſedome 
| that muſt foreſee them, 
man cannot ſee them, And 
when men doe ſce them, 
are there not ſudden paſſi- | 
'ons that come up in men: 
that robbe them .of the 
uſe of their knowlege ? 
that though they know 
them before: yet ſome 
ſudden paſſion of feare or | 
anger may hinder the 
knowledge of a man, that 
| heisin a miſt, when hee 
comes to particulars : WhE 


nee comes to apply the 
| know- 


——— 


; 
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knowledge tharhe had de 
fore, he knowes not what 
ro doe. So thatunleſſe God | 
ina particular buſtnes give | 
ſucceiſe, (who is infinitely | 
wiſe and powerfull to re- 
| move al hindrances)there 
will be no ſucceſle. 

Simile, As'itis in the frame of | 
| _ | che body, it ſtands apon 
many Joynts, and if any be 
out of rune, the whole 
body is ficke. And asiris 
in aclocke, alFthe wheels 
\muſt be kept cleane and in 
| order : ſo itis in the frame | 
'f of a buſineſlſe, there muſt 
all the wheeles-be ſera go-: 
| |'ing,-- if one be hindred| 
there isaſtopi 1n all. Iris 
ſo with us in the affaires |} 
of this world, when wee 
_ deale le] 


4 
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deale with Kings and 
States, if all the wheeles e] 
be nor kept as they ſhould | | 
| | | there will be no ſucceſſe 
| | or proſperity. Nehemiah 
 |knew this well cnough, 
proſper thou therefore, 

He meant not to beidle |, 
| 4 | when-he ſaid this, proſper | prayer tor 


. Tu YC 


—_— 
kn... 4 __ ” 


—" 


* 
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thou: for he after joyned | ſuccefie, 
[| | his owne diligence, and |" 7b 
[|] | waited. Therefore joyne | mecancs, 

that,if we would have our 
|| | prayers to God, and our 
dependance upon him ef- 
fecuall for proſperity and 
ſucceſle, be carefull ro uſe 
{ { | the meanes, as he did, he 
| | | ſtands before the King, 
| | | and obſerved how he car. | 
| | ried himſelfe ro ſee what 
words would come from 
| | the | 


te. 


—_— 
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the King ; and then hee 
meant after to put in exe- 
cution., whatſoever God 
ſhould diſcover. 

It ſhould teach us {to 
| make this uſe of it) when 
we deale in any matter, to 
goe to God to proſper it, 
| and give ſuccefle, and di- 
rec&tion, andafhſtance, and 
a blefled iſſue. For God, 
thatwe may alway depend | 
upon him, he keepes one 
part in heaven ſtill: when 
he gives usal likelihood of 
things upon earth, yet he 
reſerves ſtill the bleſſing, 
till the thing be done, till 
there be a conſummation 
of the buſineſſe, he keepes 
ſome part in heaven : be- 
cauſe he would have us 
ſue | 


| 
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{| have things, we muſt de. 


ſue to him, and be behol- | 


ding to him, he will have 

us go up to heaven. There- 

tore when we have daily 

bread, we muſt pray for 

daily bread; becauſe the 

bleſſing comes from him. 

Our bread may choake us. 
elſe, we may dye with ft 

in our mou £4 

raelites did : but whenwe 


pend on him for a bleſ: 


ling, all is to no purpoſe | 


=—_ -- Y 
Let us learne by this a 


direction to piety and ho- | 


ly walking with God : in 
all things to pray to God 
tora bleſsing. And co that 
purpoſe we muſt be in 


{uch a condition of ſpirit, | 


es, as the [[- | 


as | 


"OY 


ett ——_— 


i 


In what 
condition 
of ſoule 
wee may 
_ | 
olperity 
ce God 
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as we may delire God to 
proſper us : that is, we 


— 


muſt not be under the j' 


guilt of fin when we come 
to God to proſper us. | 
And we muſt be humble, jj 
God will not proſper a 
buſtnefle rill we be hum- | 
ble. As inthe caſe of the 
Ben'amites, when they 
came, they were. denyed, | 
the firſt, ſecond, and third 
time, till they prayed and 
faſted, and were thorowly 
humbled, they had their 
ſ\uirdenyed: If rhe cauſe 
be never ſo good, till wee 
be humbled, God will not 
proſperit: becauſe we are 
not in frame for the bleſ- 
ſing;if we had it we would 
be proud, God, 1n pre-| 
venting | 


_ 
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venting mercy and care 


4 | will grant nothing till we | 
1 | be humbled. Therefore 
4 | letus ſcethat we be hum- | 
ble 3; and ſee that the 
matter be good that wee 
beg God to bleſle and 
proſper us in, or elſe we 
make a horrible idoll of 
God, we make (with reve- 
rence beitſpoken) adivell 
| of God, Doe wee thinke 
that God will give ſtrength 
| roan ill buſinefſe 2 This 
is to make him a factor for 
miſchiefe, for the Divels 
worke : Wee muſt not 
| come with ſuch ſtrange 
fire before Ged, to tran(- 
torme God, to the contrary 
to that he is : but come 
with humble affections , 
| with 
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{inall,and thenT am ſure to 
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| with repentant ſoules for | Þ 
our former ſinnes. And 
let the thing it ſelfe be. 
good, that we may come | 
without tempring of him : 
let the cauſe be ſuch that 
we may defire Gods aſh- 
ſtance without tempting 
of him as we do when 
it is good and when we 
come diſpoſed. Then 
com with apurpole to re. 
ferre all to his ſervice. 
Lord, if thou wilt bleſſe 
me in this buſtnefle, the |. 
ſtrength and incourage- | 

ment I haveby ir, I will 
referre it to thy further 
ſervice. Let me have this 
token of love from thee, 
that I have a good ayme 


1 peed well: 


»P7r0.- | 


——_— 
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endeayours, and projects? 
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proſper yow thy Servant, 


is. an excellcne ſ 
| ifI had Yime co 
ſtand on it. Ibeſcech 
you let it have ſome im-, 
preſſion u pon your- hearts, 
What is the reaſon thar | 
God blaſts, and _ to. 
nothing many excellence 


—_—_— —__ 


ts 
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' men ſet upon the buſines } 
of God, and of their cal- 
lings in confidence of 
their wit and pride. o 
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ri FROgS 1 inthe pride, and 


their owne parts,they car- 
D ſtrength | 
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- [arengeh of their parts. | 
Men. came .as Gods 'toa 
 buſineſſe, as if they had no 
dep endance upon him for 
[wifedomece diredtion, or 
ſtreygth;they carry chings 
in a carnall manner, ina 
humane manner wich hu- 
mane ſpirits : therefore 
the never find either ſuc- 
ceſfe,ornot good ſucceſle. | 
 Ler'us therfore commend | | 
#l1 to God, proſper thy ſer- | 
tant. Before hee went a- | 
bout the buſineſſe, holy |- 
XNehemith, he ſowed pray - 
rs {1n Godsboſome, and 
watered the ſeede with 
| Mourning ; 3 as it isinthis| 
| chapter hee mourned and 
EE when this buft- 


EO 


"0 


neſle was ſowne with 


Eto — | 
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prayers, and watered with | _ 
'teares; howcould hee but | 
hope for. good fſucceſle, | 
he 'monrned and. prayed] | 
to. God, heare t nn; 
want. E 

Now when wee od | 
with things ina holy man- | 
net, wee may without | 
| tempting God truſt him. | 
That which is ſet upon.in| 
carnall confidence and 
pride, cir ends. in ſhame: | 
when men thinke to con- | 
ceive things in witt, I,and | 
in faRtion, and humane af. C: 
fetions, God will not be 
glorified this way, God| | 
will bee glorified by hum- 
{ | ble dependant creatures, 
| | that when they havedone | 
the buſtneſſe will aſcribe 
| | ny all | | 


| — —_ a m—— — —_ —— 
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| £00 now ye that kindle a fire, 


The ſrirituall Favorize 


all to him; Not unto ts-, 
but to thy name give; the 
 prayſe. The direction-and 
aſſiſtance and blefhng was 
thine. Sayth God in'{ſay 
50. towards the end, Goe 


walke in the light of ryour 
owne fire -. but bee ſure you 
ſhall end in ſorrow. You 
will kindle a fire of your 


of your owne, and: be 
your owne caruers, but be 
ſure you ſhall lie downe 1n 


you ſhall liedowne in ſor- 
row. 

A proud unbroken 
heart accounts theſe cour- 


owne deviſes, and. walke | 
in the light of your fie, || 
you will have projects | 


darkenes and diſcomfort ; | 


—— 
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ſes | 


54S 
hope wee have ſtronger 


{ 


F 


les poore courſes : it is bur 
a'courle of weak and poore 
ſpirits ro-pray and faſt, and 
humble themſelves to 
God, and to feare God: 
alaſſe what are theſe 2 
theſe are weake courſes : I 


parts, and meanes to car- 


a Kingdom in their braine, 
What is the iſſue of theſe 
vaine men, when God dil-' 
covers all cheir courſes to 
be vaine at lengrh, to be 
winde, and come to no- 
thing, Proſper now thy ſer- 


likewiſe, If wee come to. 
God in a particular buli-, 
neſle, that wee are not ſo; 


rie things. So they have | 


mm —_—— "7" 


[- L00.-: «cond. 
at the Throne of Grace. |, 


| 


| vant, ſaith he.  j 
Let us learne this leſſon] 


8-3 con- 
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| days 


confident in,ro be pleaſing 
to God: yetin generall to| 
ſubmit our ſelves, Lord 
proſper thy ſervant , goe 
| before thy ſervant, letme 
deale in nothing againſt 
thy will, direct mee what 
is for thy glory ; and not 
to preſcribe or limit God. 
per thy ſervant this | 


Prof} 


Lu A toc tt DA. ta6.4 "RO 


- uw. © 


| 
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2s 


ys grant him mercy in 
the / gb: ——_ vhs man. 


' EE comes more par- 

ticularly to his re- 

queſt, Grant me mtr- 

cy in the fight of this man. 
We ſee that 

A: King 154 great organ | 


things from God ( the King 
of Kings) to men. 
Therefore hee prayes | 
that'God would give him | 
favourin the ſight of the 
King. --For a King is the 
firſt wheele thar \mooves 


D 4 all 


at the Throne of Da: , 


| 


| 


The King 


| or inftrument to convay good | ' a reat in- 


| ſtrumenc 


, to convey |  - 


good 
things fro 
God to 


' to men, 


eee... ee 


— 
ac. A cod 
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| all other wheeles, and as it 
were the -ſunne 'of the. 


—y 


| farſt moover that mooves 


Favorite 


common- wealth; or the: 


all inferiour orbes : there- 
fore in heavenly wiſedome 


what great good God 
| Princes. And when God | 


he deſires God ro give him 
favour with him. For if 
he had that, the King 
could turne all the infert. 
our orbes to his pleaſure. 
Indeede' it were a. point 
worthy enlarging;but that 
it: is notſo ſcaſonable for 
this time, the time being 
already ſpent. You ſee 


conveyes .by Kings and 
meanes to doe good toa 


Church or'ſtate, | hee rai- 
ſeth up nurſing fathers and | 


_— 


nurſing | 


— 


at and! Thrones of Chas : 


WS p 
| nurſing worker's hz wil raiſe | 
| | up both Kings, and ſubor- 
| dinate Nehemiab's, excel | 
_ | tent men, whewhec hath 
| excellent things rodoe,” 
| © *Buc-+.the./ maine thing 
here intended ,,| which'I 
will bur touch, 1s, \Thar 
conſidering they. ſand in 
fuch':4 ſubordination! to ||. 
God, as tobeinftruments | *'- 
 ro-convey ſo much good, | 
| orfo much ill;as they may | 
as'it is: faid of Feroboamr;, | 
they ether cauſe others 
| ro {inne, or to-worſhippe | 
God. Therfore we ſhould | 
doe as good Nehemiah,hee | 
prayes thar he might finds 
| ayour inhis tight. tf} 
| A wiſe and boly prayer, | 
hee begins o 3 þcad, he 


Bk _ 4} 


ce—_ 


I; 
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Let __w—_—_ Ro 


| Obſerv. 


In butines 
with great 


men looke 
firſt to 


| God, 


i 


] 


good.' Prayer # the mel-| 


| ſenger, or ambaſſador of he | 
faule; beeing the ambaſla- | 


The ſpirituall *averite . 
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| 


dour ofthe ſoule, it goes 
ro'the higheſt.to the Kg 


the higheſt moover of all: 


and 'then defires* him to 


| moave the next immedi- 


ate ſubordinate moover, | 


'thatis, the King, that hee 
may. moove. orher. orbes 
under” him, that: things 
may bee carried bya gra- 
cious ſweet courſe ro. -a 
bleſſed 1ffue. Fherefore 
the obſervation hence--is 


 doany thing with great men, 


—— 


of Kings firft, to the Lord 
| of Lords firſt ; it goes to | 


this. That when'we have to 


goes 'to the ſpring of all 


( with Kings, &c. how ever | 


K 


; 
, 
g 


z 
| 
| 
| 
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at x the Throne e of Grac e 


begin ginne with the K ing df 
Finer, and doe all in hea- 
ven, before wee doe itin 
earth: for heaven makes | 
the Iawes,that cartlvis go- 
verned by. Letearth con- 
clude what it will, there 
will be concluſions in hea- 
ven that will overthrow 
al their conclufions. Ther- 
fore: in. our, prayers WEE 
| ſhould beginne with God, 
and defire him with. car- 
' neſt and fervent intrearies, | 


| 


| that hee would ſeratago- 


ing, tharhee would {erin | 


frame theſe inferiour cau- | 


fes. Andwhen wee have 
gotten whas wee would | 
in heaven, it is caſte to-gert | 
in earth. Letus wie what 


| wee dcfire in heaven at 


Gods 


WW te AN. 


—_— 
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—S | 


Gods. hands , and+ then 
what an cafic thing is itto 
worke with Princes, and | 
other 'governouss in-ſtate, 
| when we have gotten God | 
| once © hath not hee the 
{ hearts of Kings in his hand 
as the rivers of waters : tO 
rurne this way or that the 
way ? As a skiltull man 
deriveswater by this cha- | 
nell orby rhar,as he opens | 
a vent for the water. So. 
| God opens a way to vent 
[| the deliberations; and de- 
, terminations of Kings and | 
| Princes to. runne this way 
or that ro this. :good or | 
to:thar, as hce pleaſeth | 
Therfore.confidering that | 
[there is an abſolute depen- 
| dance of all- infertour 
{ ES. things | 


a 


———_—— 


| 


| 
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at the Throne of Grace. 


things from God, - when 
we have todo with Kings 
or great men, let us al 


| waies beginne with pray- 
| | | 


er. | 
As Tacob when hee was 


to deale with Eſaw., hee. 
falls downand prayes firſt, 
and when. hee had'gotten 
of God'by prayer, God, 


that makes-even of enemies 


iends. hee turned 'Eſavs 
friends, 


heart, of an enemie ro bee 
2 friend.. And God put in- 


to. Facobs . heart: a wiſe | 


courſe to effec this, as to 
offer a-preſent, and to give 
him titles, My Lord 


Eſau, e&c. God, when he |. 


will cfte&a thing amongſt 


men, '& heare the prayers | 


that are made to him for- 
the 


| 


| 


| 


— 
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| the favour of men, he will 


put into their heaets ſuch 
prevaile with men, as J4- 
cob did with Eſan. 90 


ven firſt by prayer, when 
hee had obtained of God 


and. fweet was Ahaſueros: 


_ [ro here So weſee in other. 


places of Scripture; when 


deale wich men, they. be+- 
gan with God: 


| Tbeſeech you therefore 


learne this point of Chri- 


| tian wiſcdome ; if you 


| would ſpeede well ( as we 
all defiretoſ) peede welt in- 
Our. bulſtneffe ), eſpecially. 


Heſter, before ſhe goes to | 
| Ahaſueros, ſhe gate in hea- | 


by prayer!, how placable | 


holy men have beene to | 


waies whereby they ſhall| 


wc. MLA — — 


_ tholej 
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at NY Throne of Grate | 


thoſe: that have publike 
imployments , that they 
would pray to God, thar 
hath the hearts of Kings 
and Princes in his govern- 
| mentand guidance,that he 
would make them favora- 
ble. And not to thinke 
to carry things in a violent 
courſe; for then God doth 
not uſually give that good 
ſucceſlſe : - bathto carry 


—_ — 


courfe to the King of hea- 
ven, and then:toknaw in 
what termes to: ftand.inall 
inferiour things, as may 


| in heaven. 

If fo be there bea 2 FRY 
| pendaice of all inferiours 

0 God; then wemuſt not 


things in- a; Religious | 


and with-the will of God ; 


, © 
* 
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/ 
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 gamſt conſcience for any: 
becauſe hee is King of 
: Kirizs, and' Lord. of Lords. 
He doth notſet-up autho- 


diſarme and diſable him- 


offend 'God , and goe a- | 


| ſelfe : he never went to ſer 
up Gods under him, to 
make him a Cypher, that 
hee [ſhould make them 
| Gods, an&Goda man, or 
no bodie; to alter al}the 
| frame of things. He never 
{ meant to -fet upany ordi- 
| nanee tonullifieand make 

himſdfe nobodie. Fhere- 
fore I ſay wee ought to 
pray to God for Kings, 
that: foin oor r—} 


| 


1 


S— 


| we maybe ſureto doeno: | 


ritie againſt himſclfe,; to | | 


| 


b. for 


| thing againſt conſcience | 


| 
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forany creature ; we muſt 
| do allthings thar poſſible 
can be, that may procure 
the favour.and ingraciate 


to pray,unlefle wee uſe all 
poſſible meanes to winne 
their favour : but if it can- 
not be upo-good tearmes, 
Then whether to obey God or 
man judge ye. 
three, young men, wee fake 
no thought to anſwer inthis 
matter ; our God can defend 
| #5 if he will,, And as Heſter 


Whea things are cleare, 


Gods ordinance,and tohis 
liefrenant upon earth, I 


reſpet 


OO _ —_ ” 


” 


LL th— — — 
- - 


us, . becauſe it is invaine | 


ſaid, If 7 periſh, I periſh. | 


And as the | 


we ate to be reſolute. Yet-| 
relerying due reſpec to-|. 


fay alwaies reſerving due | 


The. ſpiritual Feveric | 


reſpe Q, and uſing meanes 
ro win favour, and alſoto 


uſe prayer. 
- Holy Nehemiah , hee | 
| prayes here, and together 


bp” with that he attends upon | 
nf | the King ; as good Jacob | 
| obſerved Eſau: ſoallgood 
| cadnes- muſt bee uſed, or 
| elſe God will-not bleſſe 
.our proceedings. 
| -- Remember, that. all in- 
feriour gouernours what» 
| foever, they are: ſubor- 
{ dinate and dependant: , 
| [and therefore they muſt b] 
| bee regulated by a ſu-| 
= perior. They are limi- 
E-3 ted, they are depen- 
[4 dant, they are derivative: 
& | they: are dependant upon 
God, they are derived | 
= from | 


i... 


—_—— 
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| atthe Throne of Grace. | g1 
from him. Therfore as the 
Apoſtle ſaith that ſervants 
muſt obey their maſters in 
the Lord.. . So wee -muſt 
obey,& doallinthe Lord; 
chat limitation muſt be al. | 
waics added:burt reſerving | 
| that, it.is-a good thing to. 23 
pray that-there may be fa- 
vour from the King : be-. 
cauſe ir is of much conſe- 
quence to HIS buſinefle 
ro:agood iffye. And with 
prayer there-muſt be a] 
uſing meanes. to get fa- 
vour, alwaies with this li- 1 
berty, to doe it ſo farre as 
we can with preſerving a 
good conſcience. -: : | 


F I 


+. 
Y #7 &# 


— 


As they. have a diſtin- 
cion 'among civilians”, 
there. jS/a parting with a 

p_ | thing | 
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| 


| 


A good 


is2 good 


| Stateſman 


Chriſtian, / : 
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thing Cumulative and pri-' 
wvative. Cumxalative', that 


| 


| thing ſo,as that we reſerve 
| the proprietie: privative, 
when wee give away the 
| proprietic and all. 
ſo G OD parts with no- 
thing ' below , as to ſtrip 
| himſelfe, but cumulative, 
| hee derives authority to 
| propriety - to | himſelfe. 
[T herefore we muſt obey 
them in him, and with this 


| 


| limitation as it may ſtand 


| with his favour.- wy 
* -To draw. toa'concluſt- 
on, in a word. You ſee 
here that any good Chri- 


| ſtian may bea good ſtate(- 


man'in one ggod* ſence; 


[ 


1s, when wee part witha| 


Now | 


'orhers, - but reſerves the 


| 


T 
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z1 what is that 2-A good 
t| | | Chriſtian hath credit in 
1 Heaven, and he hath aſpi- 
> rit of prayer, and his pray- 
; ercan ſer God on worke, 
- | | | and God canſet the King 
| on worke, and hee can ſer | 
| his. \{ubjects on . worke. 
| Now he that can prevaile 
with God, to prevaile 
withthe Gods upon earth 
here: ſurely ſuch a man 
| iS a profitable man in the 
ſtate, And you know 
God, he canalter all mat- 
ters, and mould all things: 
it. .is but a word of his 
mouth. And whatGod can | 
doe, prayer can doe, for 
prayer bindes God, be- 
cauſe it is the prayer, of 
faith:and faith (as it were) 
| OVCI- 


— A—_—_— 
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faith ; the vent of faith, - 
& faith i is a victorious tri- 
umphant grace with God 


| himſclfe. © TFit beeany , 
it is Chriſtians that can | 


prevaile with God for a 
bleſſing upona Statezthen 
certainely there is no good 
Chriſtian but is of excel- 
lent fervice in the ſtate, 

chough in particular per. 
haps he hath nor pollicie, 
and wiſedom and govern- 
meat: yet hee hath Gods 
care ro heare him, and 
hee can pray to God, 

that God would make the 


dinate Magiſtrates > favo- 
rable. 


| 


| OVErcomes God. Now . 
| prayer is 'the flame: of 


— 


King, and other ſubor- | 


You| 


— 


__ 


I 
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You ſee what great | 


good. , a:good man may 
doe ina State. . The Inn- 
cent man delivers the land, 


poor ' wiſe man delivers the 
citie, asitisin Ecleſiaſtes; A 
few ' holy gracious men, 
that have grace and credif 
in Heaven above, they 
may: moove God to ſer all 
things in a bleſſed frame 
below. And ſurely if this 
holy meanes were uſed , 
things would bee better 
then they are : and till this 
beuſed, we cannever'look 
for the good ſucceſlſe and 
iſſue of things that other- 
wiſe we may hope for. 
Diverſe things might 


part 


as it is in 0b. And the |. 


be. ſpoken ofthe dodtrinal |- 


| 


A ho _ EE TI 


« SS KEL 


Oe "INS 


| more then ' 


{ Cel yes. 


96 | 


GE ————_—_—_—_—_—_—_—___— 


| 


| 

| God hath 
our hearts 
in his go- 
vernment 


wee our 


| that they ſhall goe this 


| God, God indeede : Hee 
| things ſhall be, becauſe he 


'to guide Kings and Prio- 


tm. 


R—— =. RR. 


Wo 


part, I will-give you buta} JI 
word-of it. That God 


hath our hearts in his go- 
yernement- more then we 
our ſelves.I ſpeake it to in- 


forme our judgement. in | 


a point of doctrine, whe- 
ther God foreſee and de- 


termin@' of things below | 


upon forefight which 
way they ſhall goe; or 
whether hee foreordaine, 


way, becauſe hee directs 
them thus ; thatis to make 


derermines that theſe 
determines in the ſeries, 


2nd order of -cauſes to 
bring things to paſſe, and 


—PY _—_ 
he ſpirituall Favorite | | 
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| 
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| cesand Magiſtrazes,and-all 
| thiS Way, | 


| 


| Grace ef] 


land, in fore-fight which 


| a God, and to diveſt God 


A 


ne, whe- | 
ther God hath ſer all men 
at libexry (ja matters of 

pecially) thatthey 
may apply grace at their li- 
berty, which waythey wil, 


way they will apply their 
liberty to determine thus, 
or thus of them. This | 
is to make every mans will 


of his honour, as if God 
could foreſee the inclina- 
tion of the creature with. | 
out foreſight that hee| 
meant to incline- it this | 
way, or thatway, |} 

Can God foreſee any 
entitie,any thing that hath 


a becing in nature,or grace 
E . without! 


—_— Amt At 
yt. AM. 
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| 


( Kings in his power, and 


| 1ibertie to apply it ſelfe, 


CEE 
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without foreſight todirect 
it this way or that way ? 
he cannot, this is to make 
| him no God. Wee ſce 
| God hath the hearts of 


| that is theground of pray- 
| er forgrace to them. Why 
ſhould we pray for them, 
if they could apply their 
own will which way they 
would 2 Why ſhould wee 
| give thankes for thatwee 
have liberty to doe this 
way, or that way? _ It 
| ſtopps devotion,and peti-| 
tion,and thankeſgiving, to 
ſay that the creature hath 


=” —T— 


{and God ſeeing it would 
applie it ſe]Ife thus, deter- 
mined ſo. Oh, no; wee 
| \-.- any 
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muſt goe to God, he hath 4 
ſet downan order &courſe 
ofmeanes, and in the uſe 
of thoſe meanes delire | 
him to guide us by his 
g00d ſpirit, to enlighten 
our underſtandings, to | | 
ouide our wills and affeRi- 
1] | ons by his holy ſpirit, be- 
1] | cauſe our hearts are in his 
.governement more then} | 
our owne. If it were need- | 
full co prove it, I could 
prove it at large : ifthere 
had beene ſuch aliberty, | 
| | good Nehemiah would ne- 
|| | verhave madethis prayer. | 
|| { But God doth ſtrangely | 
| put thoughts and guide 
|| } all, even of himſelfe: as 
|] | we may ſee excellently in 
|| | the ſtorie of Heſter) I will 
E 23 © ue 
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q ET - A, ; 
give you but that example 
and inſtance, ) what a, 


| Ahaſueros could not ſleep, 


ſleepeto call for the book, 


and then that hee ſhonld 


reade. of. Mordecay ;, and 


decay: all-this tended to 


| it wasaftrangething. And | 
ſo in other things. It is'a 
ſtrange thing: that: God | 


ſhould pur little thoughts 


ſons, and then follow ir 


| with this circumſtance , 


and that, & ſo bring things 
to paile : all' this is from 
God.Except we hold chis, 
that God rules al withaur, 


and 


— 
/ 
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ſtrange thing was it that 


and when hee: could nor |} 


therupon. to advatice Mor- | 


the good of the Churchs 


and defires into great per-/| 


i... —W—_— ——7 


7 - 


and eſpecially the hearts | 
of men , where it is his| 


| <ſpeciall prerogativeto ſery, 
up his throne; wethall ne: | 
ver pray- heartily, or give/| 


thankes. Andifweedoe| 
pray and give thankes, he 
will put thoughts into go- 
'vernours mindes, ſtrange 


| 


— —_—_ —_wG@______ 


| 


thoughts and reſolutions 
for che good of. the 
Church,that we could ne- 
ver have thonght off: nor | 


could come otherwiſe but | - 
from the great God of |. 


heavenand earth. We ſhall 
ſce -a-ſtrange ;providence- 
coficutre* to the good of 
al. Bur I muſt leave the en- 
largement of theſe things 
ro your own thoughts and 
meditations, - -—- | 
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